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A Focus on Literacy

Step 1: Adopting K-3 Reading Policies

*
x ‘ MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF
&’ UCATION
Ensuring a brigh re fo chi

ED
t ﬁtu r every child



Improving Literacy Outcomes — Key Legislation

= The Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment Program authorizes the
MODE to establish a common statewide
Kindergarten readiness
assessment to provide teachers,
. administrators, and parents
Kmderga rten baseline data on 51533,“-_5 at

Readiness beginning of the Kindergarten
Assessment year /
Program

( The purpose of the Literacy-Based
Promotion Act (LBPA) is to eliminate
social promotion and to improve the
reading skills of Kindergarten through
3 grade public school students so
that every student completing 3™
grade reads at or above grade .

_ level. Literacy-Based

Promotion Act
(2013)

(2014)

Early Learning

4 .
Collaborative
Act
= The Early Learning [20 13} * A teacher candidate must
Collaborative Act authorizes earn a passing scoreona

rigorous test of scientifically
research-based reading instruction
and intervention and data-based
decision making principles as
approved by the State Board of
Education.

and directs the MDE to
implement a prekindergarten
program on a phased-in basis.

ey

4 . . i . I
Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with Dyslexia Program (2012 & 2016)

= The M5 dyslexia therapy scholarship for students with dyslexia provides school choice for

students in grades 1 through 12.

= Each local school district shall adopt a policy to ensure that students will be screened with a

dyslexia screener from a list approved by the State Board of Education in the Spring of

MISSISSIPPI kindergarten and the Fall of Grade 1.
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STRONG READERS = STRONG LEADERS

Mississippi Turns
Literacy-Based Promotion Act
for Third Graders
Into Action
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“Within two years after Mississippi passed its
Literacy-Based Promotion Act, the MDE
responded to the specifications of the act with
focused, purposeful actions and mechanisms
that included research-based interventions to
advance the teaching and learning of
literacy.”

- The Southeast Comprehensive Center
(SECC)



Literacy-Based Promotion Act Implementation Timeline
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Spring 2013
The Literacy-
Based
Promotion Act
becomes law.
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Summer 2013
Literacy
coaches are
deployed to
the lowest
performing
schools based
on 3 grade
data.

Spring 2014
Literacy
coaches and
the first cohort
of educators
attend LETRS
training.

Winter 2014

The MDE
procures a
statewide pre-
K-3
assessment
system that
includes: 1) K-
Readiness
Assessment,
2) universal
screener, and
3) the 3
grade
assessment
for promotion.

Spring 2015

The MDE
establishes
the offices of
Early
Childhood,
Literacy (K-
12), and
Student
Intervention
Services (K-
12).

A

Spring 2015

The LBPA
promotion/
retention
requirement
goes into
effect for 3
grade
students.

Fall 2016

The LBPA is
amended to
require
Individual
Reading Plans
for K-3
students with
identified
reading
deficiencies
and for 4t
grade
students
promoted for
good cause.

Ongoing supports include: the development and distribution of parent
resources; opportunities for regional professional development on best
practices in literacy instruction; and, communication to stakeholders

through the Strong Readers=Strong Leaders campaign.



The MDE Literacy Coaching
Model

Step 2: Building Teacher Capacity —
Setting the Stage for Teaching Reading
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Organization Chart — Division of Literacy

State Literacy
Director

| [ | |
Asst. State Asst. State Asst. State Asst. State

Literacy & EL Literacy Literacy Literacy
Coord. Coord. Coord. Coord.

Regional Regional Regional Regional
Coordinators Coordinators Coordinators Coordinators

L Literacy L Literacy L Literacy L Literacy
Coaches Coaches Coaches Coaches
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Innovative Funding Practices ($15,000,000)

X

Mississippi Department of Education
Literacy-Based Promotion Act
Projected Expenditures

districts around supporting students who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading, including
but not limited to English Learners, students with dyslexia, etc.

Projects Percentage
Literacy Coaching Supports: Educators-in-residence and contractual coaches providing 61%
support in target schools; coaches and literacy staff providing training across the state
Professional Development: Statewide professional development for teachers and principals; 17%
literacy conferences for school coaches, interventionists, and principals
Materials: Materials and resources for trainings and for coaches and teachers in literacy 4%
support schools; materials for statewide literacy conferences and communications
Mississippi K-3 Assessment Support System: Kindergarten Readiness Assessment, K-3 15%
universal screener, and 3rd Grade MAAP-ELA Retest
K-3 Literacy Supports Salaries: Employed personnel to provide supports to schools and 3%
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Boots on the Ground: Literacy Coach Recruitment

Educator in Residence (EIR) Model

« This model is designed to build reciprocal capacity across educational
entities.

« EIRs work with MDE program offices for a specified period of time.

* EIRs remain employed by their school district or other educational entities
— Institution of Higher Learning, Community / Junior College, etc.

« A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is signed by all parties (MDE,
school district, EIR), if in agreement to proceed.

The school district/other entity serves as the fiscal agent.
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Literacy Coach Deployment

MDE Literacy Coach Support (2013-Present)
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The Literacy Coaching Continuum

Collaborative Focused
Resource Classroom Study Peer
Management Visits Groups Coaching

Literacy Co-planning Demonstration  Co-teaching

Content Lessons
Presentations

Moran, M. C. (2007). Differentiated literacy coaching: Scaffolding for student and teacher success. Alexandria, Va: Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development.
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Focused Instructional Practices

1. School Literacy Plan 5. Data Walls

2. Alignment to MS College- 6. Uninterrupted 90-
and Career-Readiness minute Reading Block
Standards

7. Anchor Charts

3. Word Walls
8. Writing Connected to

4. Professional Learning Text
Communities
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Implementing a Statewide

Professional Development Program

|
Step 3:

Creating a Common Language for Best
Practices in Reading Instruction
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Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling (LETRS)

LETRS Modules LETRS Modules

1. Challenges of Learning to Read 5. Developing Fluency

2. Speech Sounds of English —

Phonetics, Phonology, and
Phoneme Awareness /. Teaching Phonics, Word Study,

and Alphabetic Principle

6. Teaching Text Comprehension

3. Spellography for Teachers
9. *Teaching Beginning Spelling and

4. Building Vocabulary and Oral Writing

Language

LETRS Training has been provided to over 13,000 educators to date, including K-3 general education teachers, K-
Mmississippl - 8 special education teachers, elementary principals, and Institutions of Higher Learning Reading Faculty. *LETRS

DEPAR N

RS
TMENT OF . . . . ..
V‘i epucATION  Module 8, Assessment for Prevention and Early Intervention, was not included in our training.
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MDE Statewide Literacy Trainings

« “Parents as Partners” LBPA Informational Meetings

« ABCs of Coaching (Curriculum Coordinators and Instructional Coaches)
- Regional Literacy Trainings for Teachers (Pre-K-39)

* Regional Literacy Trainings for Elementary Administrators

* Multi-Tiered Systems of Support

 Rethink Literacy Trainings for Teachers (3r9-12th)

« Annual Early Childhood Conference

* Annual Literacy Coaching Symposium

MDE staff has provided regional trainings related to literacy, multi-tiered system of supports, differentiated instruction, writing,
and coaching to over 25,000 educators to date, including Pre-K-12 general education and special education teachers and
school- and district-level administrators through the Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA) Delivery Model.
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MDE Office of Professional Development

Fall 2018

Menu of Services
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On Demand Technical Assistance & PD

(ELA, Math, Science, & Special Education:

Grades K-12)
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Sessions Provided
by Content

* 8

ELA
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Aug

SERVICES PROVIDED

Maoth  Science  Spec

Purvis Math Teacher

1375

Educators Impacted
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Educator outcomes assoclated
with Implementation of
Mississippl’s K-3 early literacy
professional development Initlative

Results: Educator & Student

Outcomes

REL  “l1es
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Overview

* In January 2014 the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) began
providing statewide early literacy professional development to K-3 educators
through online modules and face-to-face workshops and providing literacy
coaches to target schools.

* This study examined changes in teacher knowledge of early literacy skills
Instruction, student engagement during early literacy skills instruction, and
teaching competencies in Mississippi between winter 2014 and fall 2015.

* At the same time as the professional development, the department provided
state literacy coaches to target schools who spend an average of 2-3 days
per week in each school they served.
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Overview (continued)

Table B1. Teacher Knowledge of Early Literacy Skills survey form A

To measure teacher p—

Item  Question Choice A Choice B Cholce C Choice D answer
1 What does morphemic analysis help students  identify lettersound blend speech sounds ~ examine words for separate syllables into C
k n OWI e d g e a n d Cl a SS ro O m do? correspondence meaningful parts onsets and rimes
2 What is a requirement of a syllable? it contains at least one it contains no more than it be a pronounceable it contains no more than C
] [ consonant letter one vowel letter unit one phoneme
I n S t r u Ctl O n y th e M D E a S ke d 3 What can sentence combining help students ~ question the text correct grammatical form complex sentence  analyze word structure C
learn to do? ermors structures

R E L S E t H d 4 Whatis vocabulary instruction in the primary  highly frequentwords ~ base words and decodable words word meanings D
= O p ro V I e grades most concerned with teaching students? meaningful parts (e.g.,

prefixes, suffixes)

t e Ch n i C a I a n a |yti C 5 \fr::;cuilsz ;rl:ao:;gowing is NOT an irregular, high ~ when does were said A

6 If “tife” is a word, the letter “I” would probably if beautiful find ceiling C
assista n Ce i n the sound like the “i” in which word?
7 How should writing lessons be explicitly taught? by explaining and byengaging students by explaining a task, by engaging students A

modeling a task, skill, o in correcting sample skill, or strategy, and in shared or interactive
d eve | O m e nt Of a t e a C h e r strategy, and providing  sentences on a daily giving students an writing
p feedback while students  basis opportunity to practice

write

k n Owl e d e S u rve a n d a 8 Which of the following sets of words would time, make, cube, done  lake, breathe, raise, fate  brake, use, hope, shine  tree, lie, blue, toe C
y be best for a teacher to use when providing

students with examples of words conforming to SOIenE Sagagament

classroom observation tool. LA A EE

Based on what you observed today, how would you rate These values are automatically calculated based
student engagement during instruction in: on the data in the observation record form

Concepts of print/book awareness/conventions

Alphabetic letter recognition and reproduction

Alphabetic instruction/grapho-ph ic cor dences
Word work/study/phonics (with text)

Structural analysis/morphology

Spelling

Spelling in the context of reading

Writing, composition/more than single words

MISSISSIPPI ap p ion/mechanics

DEPARTMENT OF Students reading their own writing

EDUCATION Sicliangiage
Vocabulary

X
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Key Findings

1. Average educator knowledge increased from 48% to 59% on the
Teacher Knowledge of Early Literacy Skills survey.

2. In target (literacy support) schools:

. the/average rating of quality of instruction increased from 317 to
587%;

- the average rating of student engagement increased from 37% to
53%; and,

* the a\//erage rating of teaching competencies increased from 307
to 44"

Folsom, J. S., Smith, K. G., Burk, K., & Oakley, N. (2017). Educator outcomes associated with implementation of Mississippi’s K-3 early
** MISSISSIPPI literacy professional development initiative (REL 2017-270). Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences,
& National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast. Retrieved from

DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION .
UOATIO http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs.
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Program Office Accomplishments

Q\

Statewide, 93.2 percent of 3rd graders passed the 2018 MAAP assessment
for promotion, rising from 92% in 2017, 87% in 2016, and 85% in 2015.

Literacy Support Schools had a pass rate of 88.4% in 2018, up from 87.5%
in 2017, 78% in 2016, and 73% in 2015.

Mississippi ‘s average scale score on the NAEP in 4" grade reading
increased significantly from 2013 to 2015 from 209 to 214 and continued to
increase in 2017 to a scale score average of 215; Mississippi is now 2" in
the nation for gains in 4th grade reading on NAEP (from 2007-2017).

MISSISSIPPI
EDUCATION
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3rd Grade MAAP-ELA

3rd Grade Assessment for Promotion
Initial Administrations

100.00%

90.00%

80.00%

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%
Spring 2015 Spring 2016 Spring 2017 Spring 2018

m State Pass Rate = Literacy Support Schools Pass Rate
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Average Scale Score — 10-year Trend

Average Scale Scores — 4" Grade Reading Average Scale Scores — 8" Grade Reading
250 - 290 -
045 | =e-National Public =-e=State 285 - =e-National Public =-e=State
ot 280 -
235 A 278 266 265
270 -
230 1 265 - 261 262 __sz’f’- 264 —
2251 220 220 220 221 221 221 260 - - ¢
220 1 ® o — —* ._7 - g j — /
215 - 211 250 1 254 253 252 256
208 245 - 250 251
210 - — T 214 215 240 -
205 1 209 209 235 |
200 230

2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017

Florida and Mississippi are states that have embraced and faithfully implemented innovative,
student-centered policies and, correspondingly, saw improvement in the 2017 NAEP results.
— Excellence in Education

MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF

*
*
V'i EDUCATION

Ensuring a bright ﬁlture for every child




Critical Factors to Successful Literacy Outcomes

Supportive Administrators

Professional Learning Strong Low Teacher / Principal
Communities Teacher Turnover
Content
Knowledge

‘ and

Instructional

Practices

Effective MTSS Process Receptiveness to

Coaching Support
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Requirements for Public Schools — IRP

X

The LBPA was amended in
2016 to include the development
of an Individual Reading Plan
(IRP) for Kindergarten and 1st
through 3™ grade students with
a substantial reading deficiency
and 4t grade students promoted
for good cause.
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Student Name :

Teacher/School: Date:

Individual Reading Plan Checklist

Following the identification of a reading deficiency, intensive reading instruction and intervention
must be documented for each student in an individual reading plan, which includes, at a minimum, the

following:

(2] The student's specific, diagnosed reading skill deficiencies as determined (or
identified) by diagnostic assessment data;

(b) The goals and benchmarks for growth;

(c]) How progress will be monitored and evaluated;

(d] The type of additional instructional services and interventions the student will receive;

(2] The research-based reading instructional programming the teacher will use to provide
reading instruction, addressing the areas of phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary and comprehension;

(f) The strategies the student's parent is encouraged to use in assisting the student to
achieve reading competency; and,

(g] Any additional services the teacher deems available and appropriate to accelerate the
student’s reading skill development

Note: The Individual Reading Plan correlates with the Multi-Tiered System of Supports [MT55) student
documentation required for *Tier Il (Intensive Intervention). These pages may be used when meeting with

the Teacher Support Team for each student that did not respond to Tier If Interventions; £ grade students
requiring Intensive Intervention after Good Cause Exemption promation; or, for intensive reading
interventions for Special Education students (K-4) and English Language Learners [ELLs).



Raising the Bar

Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, a student must score above the lowest
two (2) achievement levels in reading on on the established state assessment
for 3" grade to be promoted to 4" grade.

3rd Grade Assessment for Promotion

Projected Pass Rates

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Spring 2017 Spring 2018

m Level 2 or Higher (Current) m Level 3 or Higher (Projection)

MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF

*
*
Vli EDUCATION

Ensuring a bright ﬁture for every child




Continued Statewide Supports

« LETRS training for K-3 teachers, administrators, and IHL professors
« Statewide parent/stakeholder meetings

« Regional literacy professional development

« Literacy coaching support (select schools)

- Literacy resources for educators and parents

- Data coaching support (select schools)

- Statewide Communications Campaign (IRP, Cut Score Increase, Parent
Tips)

‘ MISSISSIPPI
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Strategic Partners

* Regional Educational Laboratory — Southeast
- Barksdale Reading Institute
« MS Campaign for Grade-Level Reading

« Higher Education Literacy Council

‘ MISSISSIPPI
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Resources & Publications for Teachers

College- and C i tandards for

GRADE 8
The Number System

Know that there are numbers that are not rational, and approximate them by rational numbers

08 = STRG

Desired Student Performance

‘A student should know A student should A student should be able to do

« Real numbers are the set of rational . numbers are n = Wi a fraction or mixed number as.
rs together with the set of iational a repeating decimal by showing,
filing in, or otherwise producing the.
steps of long division.
 Wiite a repeating decimal as a
fraction or mixed number in simplest
rm.

MWPPI
Literacy Focus

of the Month e 30.Second Conversations

Instructional Scaffolding Document English Learner Videos and Resources

Literacy Focus of the Month (ELA & Math: Grades PK-8)
(Transdisciplinary: Grades PK—12)

0.333333.... = 0.3.

A L —— Select MDE Offce |

This roadmap was developed to helpstate education

Understandir sidence-based practic
agences (SEAs) and loca education agencies (LEAs) II e

MISSISSIPPI

| E X E M P LA R bl implementvifnce-based ety p inthei o ' b | MISSISSIPPI (1]
! dasstooms by following the suggetions ofthe resources 55 ikmeloesduchedinteiey Sudn e A S '
inthe i . [ w

listed

eps below.

55 What Works Cleainghouse (WWWC) standards of evidence

. A WK
Lhntséy/Lessons FtNDATION
7 Exemplar Unit Feedback

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS MATHEMATICS

ELA Mathemat Video

?) =
2 W
—ANTEGRATED
Kindergarten

@ENWE@AC'IWTIES*
FOR LITERACY I P

ALIGNED TO THE MS-CCRS AND KINDERGARTEN GUIDELINES

Forming an implementation team
[ —

wes Roesandesponiiitis of implementatontesm membersat.
the SEALEAandschool el

' Multi-Tiered System of Supports

evaluating evidence-based iteracy pracices Documentation Packet

0 whatisagicmoge?

R E—
6 i

oY m—
BZ5 Completed logic model

. Lesson 10 Lesson 10

KINDERGARTEN KINDERGARTEN

= Blanklogicmodel

/'
¥

=

P s stady of radinss o implementing
literacy interventions
] ot theselstaty roces. sl sty s using
dtato dentfyscengehs and weskneses

) summereadng amp setsudy uide

[T —————

) Selstudy uide forimplementingleracy interventons in
Y Gadesis

Intervention Services

(G Sautyaute o meneug s
Y scatemicinenentions

Office of and

14
Published 2015

O o

Fo 01 Fagn 1438

Integrated Kindergarten Centers
Activities
(Transdisciplinary, Kindergarten)

Kellogg Grant Exemplar Lesson & Unit Plans
DEPARTMENT OF

* (ELA and Math, Grades PK — HS) Implementing Evidence-based Literacy Practices Multi-Tiered System of Supports

* MISSISSIPPI (Grades K-12) (Transdisciplinary, Grades PK-12)
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http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/literacy/professional-development-and-resources-for-teachers
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/ccr
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/mississippi-exemplar-units-and-lessons
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/elementary-education-and-reading-library/multi-tiered-system-of-supports-documentation-packet.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/secondary-education/7-28-17_kindergarten-integrated-centers-for-literacy-with-standards_20170728122653_410076.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/infographics/pdf/REL_SE_Implementing_evidencebased_literacy_practices_roadmap.pdf

Resources & Publications for Administrators

MISSISSIPPI
h | RART LRI G Early Learning Collaborative Act
Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services TO PROMOTE K-12 ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Pre-Kindergarten Application

M EDUCATIONAL

STABILITY

sor CHILDREN i
m FOSTER CARE *
br o MISSISSIPPI

DEPARTMENT OF
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omdcps
- Early Learning Collaborative Act
L Early Warning System el 9 0
. - - - . Establish, Expand, Support, and Facilitate
Educational Stability for Children in Foster Care (College and Career Readiness Early Childhood
(Foster Care Guidance Document) Data Guidance Document) Education Services
fi%  MTSS FLOWCHART FOR PRE-K - 12
*
o CONNECTIONS i omee
Mississippi § Districts of Bt e stundieds
sounds of - o Innovation -—_- .. ROSS COLLINSCTC ﬂlﬂllmﬁﬂlﬂ&:m -
on ESSA = think outside — DUSINTQ CHILDHOOD IGON. .
English Learner (EL)
Administrator and Teacher Guide
Carey M. Wright, Ed. D., State Superintendent of Education
* :
Q MISSISSIPPI ’ d ’ Multi-Tiered S S
DEPARTMENT OF . . j ] ississippi K-12 E ulti-Tiere stems of Support
| | EDUCATION English Learner Guide A Glimpse into Mississippi K-12 and CTE Classrooms Y. f Supp

Ensuring a brightﬁture for every child (TanSdiSCip/in Gf'y.' Gl’ades K'l 2)



Resources & Publications for Parents

Literacy-Based
Promotion Act:

e SR

2017-2018

*
X MISSISSIPPI ivisi i

B e Division of Literacy

EDUCATION Office of Elementary Education and Reading
Ensuring a beight firure for every child 601-359-2586

- S . PN %
Grades: Kindergarten - 3rd

Parents As Partners: An Overview

" ? of the 3 Grade Assessment and
the LBPA
(Literacy-Based Promotion Act
Parent Presentation K-3)

ooooo

Family Guides for Student Success
(Reading & Math: Grades PK-8)

Parents’ Read-At-Home Plan
(Literacy-Based Promotion Act
Parent Document)
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http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/curriculum-and-instructions-library/parent-read-at-home-plan_mde_lbpa.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/elementary-education-and-reading-library/2016_2017-mde-parents-as-partners-meetings_updated-2-23-2017_20170223094132_3837.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/links/response-to-intervention-teacher-support-team/family-guides-for-student-success

Contact

Dr. Nathan Oakley, Chief Academic Officer
Dr. Tenette Smith, Executive Director

LeighAnne Cheeseman, EL Coordinator/ Assistant State Literacy Coordinator

Jill Hoda, Assistant State Literacy Coordinator
Lori Stringer, Assistant State Literacy Coordinator

MISSISSIPDI Kristen Wells, Assistant State Literacy Coordinator
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