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Each student is 
different and a 
good teacher 

always gives the 
students love 
and what they 

need; not what is 
equal



Everything I do is viewed 
through a lens of equity



My Mission 
Beliefs

• I believe that all children have special 
gifts and can learn at a high level and it 
up to all community stakeholders 
teachers, parents, citizens, businesses, 
and government officials to ensure that 
the students have what he or she 
needs to be successful

• I believe in a trauma Informed Whole 
Child Approach to Learning

• I believe all students should be civically 
minded socially conscious change 
agents in their community.



My Platform

• Economic Equity

• All students get the 
resources they need when 
they need them to be 
successful

• Cultural Equity

• All students have teachers 
and administrators who look 
like them and appreciate and 
value their cultures









Richmond Juvenile Detention Center



3 core aspects of learning conditions

Basic Needs Social/Emotional 
Needs

Academic Needs



MASLOWS HEIRACRHY 
OF NEEDS IS MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN 
BLOOMS TAXONOMY 
OF LEARNING

A STUDENT DOES NOT 
CARE HOW MUCH 
YOU KNOW UNTIL 
THEY KNOW HOW 
MUCH YOU CARE





Basic 
Needs/Conditions



Physiological Needs

• Food, Water, Shelter, Clothing

• The human body can’t 
function at optimal 
performance if these basic 
physiological needs are not 
satisfied. 



Safety Needs

• Physical Safety
• Gang violence, Bullying

• Emotional Safety
• Safe Space



Social & Emotional 
Needs/Conditions

Relationships Matter





Love and Belonging 
(Trauma Informed Care)

• You can’t view your students as criminals, 
convicts, or thugs.

• A student does not care about learning if he 
or she believes they are not loved and do 
not belong in your learning environment

• They don’t care how much you know until 
they know how much you care

• Nothing is more important than what 
students see, hear, feel, or experience in 
the classroom





Esteem

• Do you know your students and 
their experiences?

• Do you empathize instead of 
sympathize?

• Do your lessons take into account 
your students and their 
experiences to make them feel 
good about themselves?

NOTHING IS MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN WHAT STUDENTS SEE, 

HEAR, FEEL, OR EXPERIENCE IN 
THE CLASSROOM



Richmond Juvenile Detention Center



Virgie Binford Education Center



Virgie Binford Education Center













Academic 
Needs/Conditions



Self Actualization

• Self Actualization could be measured through the 
concept of peak experiences.  This occurs when a 
person experiences the world totally for what it 
is, and there are feelings of joy and euphoria



Switched to Culturally 
Responsive Curriculum





Being Culturally Responsive is not teaching based on 
stereotypes and race but on building relationships and 
getting to know your students and their likes, interests, 

history and cultural norms





Include Measures of 
Multiple Intelligences and 
Make Learning Relevant











Post Secondary Transitional 
Support





Creating Partnerships with Community based 
organizations and local agencies to form new 

Learning Experiences that support the needs of 
our children



Motivational Assemblies/Community 
Partnerships Divine 9 



CBC Advocacy/Partnership 
with Mayor’s Youth Academy



Art 180



Youth for RISE 
Advocacy 
Network



Provide Cultural Equity



Provide Complete mental and emotional  health services to meet the needs of your learners



90% graduation rate overage under credited 
seniors



1500% Increase in number of Students who 
receive their ged’s



More Importantly, we 
are saving and 

transforming Lives









Final Thoughts

• The specific conditions of learning vary from school to 
school

• The most important things to remember is
• Satisfy the Basic Needs of your students
•Promote the Social/Emotional Growth of your students
•Provide a culturally relevant Academic program that 

encompasses the strengths of your community to 
address the weaknesses of your students

•Always remember the words of my mother, Sylvia 
Robinson….



Each student is different, and a good teacher always gives the students love and what they 
need; not what is equal
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