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Sine Die: It’s a Wrap for 2023 Regular Session

The House and Senate concluded the
2023 Regular Session Tuesday with-
out controversy. Both chambers ap-
plauded members for working in a bi-
partisian manner to efficiently handle
legislation through this session. Bills
that could have caused a delay were kept off
House and Senate Special Order Calendars
on the final day, enabling lawmakers to con-
duct business and adjourn sine die long be-
fore the clock struck midnight —not a typical
occurrence on the last day of most legislative
sessions.

To adjourn Sine Die
translates to adjourning
indefinitely or “without a
day” for future action or
meeting.

AASB takes are neither arbitrary nor biased.
They are the direct result of a democratic
process involving our members through our
Delegate Assembly, resolutions process and
annual surveys conducted at district meet-
ings.

First Grade Readiness: Not Ready Yet
H.43, Rep. Pebblin Warren’s bill that would
require a child to successfully complete kin-
dergarten or demonstrate first-grade readi-
ness before enrolling in first grade did not
make it across the finish line on the last legis-
lative day—an outcome this bill has experi-
enced since 2019.

Alabama does not mandate kindergarten,
so a requirement for students to complete it
prior to entering first grade was a sticking
point for some lawmakers who want no such
mandates. Sen. Rodger Smitherman, who
has been a major opponent of the bill, once
again threatened a final-day filibuster if it was
placed on the Senate’s Special Order Calen-
dar. Smitherman has repeatedly voiced con-
cerns with this legislation, claiming not all
students have access to kindergarten. He
has been a staunch advocate for the Legisla-
ture to provide guaranteed funding for kinder-
garten, including new classrooms, transpor-
tation, teachers and student support. Warren
said she is committed to working with Smith-
erman in the off season to hopefully come up
with an agreed-upon bill to introduce next
session.

Next Week: AASB’s spe-
cial edition is headed your
way containing the 2023
enactments and bills that
did not pass this session.
The 2023 enactments pro-
vide Act numbers and a
summary of all education-
related general bills, local
bills and resolutions.

No Light for SUN Vouchers
The Students With Unique Needs (SUN)
school voucher bill was in line to be placed
on a Senate Special Order Calendar the last
day of the session. H.334, sponsored by
Rep. Danny Garrett, would have provided
students with unique needs, such as those
with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)
and 504 accommodations, a $6,500 voucher
for their private school education.

While the fiscal note for SUN paled in com-
parison to the sweeping school voucher pro-
posal in the Parents Rights In Childrens’ Ed-
ucation (PRICE) Act, opponents stressed to
lawmakers the bill still would annually divert
millions of public education dollars from the
Education Trust Fund (ETF) for private
school tuition. This session, Legislators had
already passed a similar subsidy in the ap-
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proved amendments to the Alabama Ac-
countability Act (AAA). The revised AAA will
now provide a $10,000 private school schol-
arship for students with unique needs.

AASB Advocacy in Action
THANK YOU for helping to stop the SUN
school voucher bill from making it to the Sen-
ate floor during the final days of the session
by contacting your senators. Your advocacy
opposing this bill helped protect the ETF and
prevent public education funds from subsidiz-
ing private tuition. REMEMBER: AASB's ef-
forts to support public education and protect
the ETF are firmly anchored in the core val-
ues set forth by members. The positions

Session Closes on Open Records

S.196, a bill sponsored by Sen. Arthur Orr,
did not pass during the session’s last day.
This legislation proposed revising the pro-
cess for soliciting and securing public records
from public officials, including school boards.
According to the Alabama Reflector, the
Governor’s office and lawmakers failed to
reach an agreement which thwarted the bill's
progress. AASB expects the bill to be back
next session.



https://www.legislature.state.al.us/pdf/SearchableInstruments/2023RS/HB334-eng.pdf
https://www.legislature.state.al.us/pdf/SearchableInstruments/2023RS/HB43-eng.pdf
https://www.legislature.state.al.us/pdf/SearchableInstruments/2023RS/JK2BNN-1.pdf
https://alabamareflector.com/2023/06/06/overhaul-of-alabamas-public-records-law-dies-on-last-day-of-session/
https://engagifiiweb.com/aasb/bill-tracking/
https://ams.embr.mobi/Events/Registration/Wizard/EventDetails.aspx?C=NNfO&EID=HLIE

