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…to inform and improve the 
decision making of state 

and local leaders in 
Alabama through objective 

research and analysis.
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“What, exactly, does 
PARCA do, anyway?”

Audrey, age 10  



We help the government 
make better choices. 



Alabama can do better.

Sound public policy is essential. 

Sound public policy is based on fact, 
pursues a clear goal, and  is assessed 

honestly.

Sound public policy requires open, 
transparent, and responsive government.
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Part of the State Report Card

Baseline assessment for the Literacy Act

Best way to benchmark and set goals

Public attention 
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New assessment

A year of COVID-interrupted education

Correlation between scores and socio-demographics
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Math Proficiency by Race: Black & White Students
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Math Proficiency by Sub-Population
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ELA Proficiency
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ELA Proficiency by Gender
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ELA Proficiency by Sub-Population
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ACAP & Poverty



Proficiency vs. Poverty

WWW.PARCALABAMA.ORG



Proficiency vs. Poverty: Outliers
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ACAP & Other 
Assessments
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ACAP vs Other Assessments: Math
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ACAP & 
the Literacy Act
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3rd graders in the lowest ELA Tier:

10%,  ± 5,000 students

3rd graders below the Literacy Act cut score:

23%, ± 12,000 students



ELA Tier One Scores
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Action Items
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1. Understand the data
2. Own the data
3. Set goals
4. Targeted investments
5. Asses & Revise
6. Celebrate
7. Repeat



PARCA Can Help
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PARACA Resources
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Customized presentations 
& analyses for your system
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P.O. BOX 293931 
800 LAKESHORE DRIVE
219 BROOKS HALL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35229 
205-726-2482 
PARCALABAMA.ORG 
Facebook: PARCA.AL
Twitter: PARCAlabama


